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THE SHAKING

November 20, '1857, 1 was shown U@of God, and
sae them mightily shaken.(Some)with strong faith and

(agonizing) cries, were pleading with Cod. Their countenances-—
were pale, and marked with deep anxiety, expressive of their
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internal struggle. Firmness and great earnestness were ex-
pressed in their countenaces, while large drops of perspira-
tion fell from their foreheads. Now and then their faces
would light up with the marks of God's approbation and
again the sa @ earnest, anxious look would settle
upon them.”™

Evil angels crowded around pressing
upon them, to shut aut Jesus from their view, that their ‘eyes
might be drawn to the@arknes that surrounded them, and
they distrust God and rext murmur against Him. Their only
safety was in keeping their eyes directed upward. Angels of
Cod had charge over His people, and as theatmos—
phere fram the evil angels was pressed around these anxious

oes, the heavenly angels were continually wafting their
c, over them, to scatter the thlck*ﬁ@
CSamey) I saw, did not participate in thiswork of agoni
and p eadlng Tha'y seemed

*'"Blow in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solem assem-
bly: gather the people, sanctify the congregation,: assamble the
elders...Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between
the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare Thy people, O
Lord, and give not Thlne heritage to reproach, that the heathen
should rule over them: wherefore ‘should they say among the peo-
ple, Where is their God?" Joel 2:15-17.

"Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you. Draw nigh to God and He will draw nich to

(Cleanse your hands, y@ and(purify)your hearts, ye
Zminded Be afflicted, and mourn, a0 weep: let your
Taoghter be fumed to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up." James

4:7-1
hywrselva; together, ym,@t(pr‘\er, 0at iornot

desired; ted; befare the decree bring forth, h, befare the day pass as the
chaff, t befare the fierce(@nged of the Lord came upon(you)before
the day of the Lord's anger come uypon(yo)Seek ye the Lord, all
ye meek of the earth, which have wrought His judgment; seek |
righteousness, seek meekness: it naLbe@dall be hid in the day
of the Lard'sG@ager)" Zephaniah 2:1-3.
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them in like aEhick)cloud. The@ngeld of GodTefDthese, and

I saw them hastening to the assistance of those who were
struggling with all their erergies to resist the evil angels,

3 to help themselves by calling upon God wi
w But the angels(JefDthose who made (WXET FortSto

emselves, and I lost sight of them. As the praying

ones continued their earnest cries, a ra of‘from Jesus
would at times come to them, tothélr hearts, and

up their countenances.
asked the meaning of the8haking>I had seen, and was
shown that it would be(caused)by the straight testimony called
forth by the counsel of the True Witness(to)the Laodiceans.
This will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, ad
will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight
truth(Samwill rot bear this straight testimony.CTheywill
rise up against it, and this will(tause)a shaking among God's
people. el
The testimony of the True Witness has not been half
heeded. The solemn testimony upon which theCdestiny of
the churchChangs)has been 1ightly esteemed, if not entirely
disregarded. This testimony must work(deep)repentance,
and all thet truly Eeceivd it wili
Said the angel: '"List ye!" Soon I heard a voice that
sounded like many mussical instruments, all in perfect strains,
sweet and harmonious. It surpassed any I had ever
heard. It seemed to be so full of mercy, conpassion, and ele-
vating, holy joy. It thrilled through my whole being. Said
the angel: "Look ye!" My attention was the@to the
@Egbl@w, wo(weremightily shaken. I was shown
(hosé) whom 1 (had{before>seen weeping and praying with
agony of spirit. The company of guardian angels around
them(had) been doubled, and(they)were clothed with ar@
fron their head to their feef.(lhey)moved in exact order,
firmly, like a company of soldiers.countenances ex-
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pressed the se which @hey(fadendured, the
agonizing passed . Yet their fea-

tures, marked witl severe internal anguish;how)shone with
the light and glory of heaven. ainedCthelyictory)
and it called forth from them the deepest gratitude, and holy,

sacred
ne@]rﬁ)yhsof this ompany hadJessened (Some) had

been shaken(out) and{eft by the way.* Theareles
(different), who did mo 0 prized victory ad
salvation enough to perseverin ly plead and agonize for it,
did rot obtain it, and were@eft)behind in%ﬁj@ but
their numbers were immediately made up bylothersdtaking
(hold)of the truth andgCominginto thectanksy Still the evil
angels pressed around them, but they could have no power
over them.
I heard those clothed with theCarmoD) speak_forth the truth
in great power. It hed effect. I saw(thos® who had been
oundy samre wives had been bound by their husbands, and

sare children had been bound by their parents.

*"1 know thy works, that thou art reither cold nor hot: I would
thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm , and
reither cold nor hot, 1 wilof My mouth. Because
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need
of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable,
and poor, andblindy and naked." Revelation 3:15-17.

*"For we wrestle rot against flesh and blood, but agairst prin-
cipalities, against powers, against rulers of the darkress of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. [Or, "wicked
spirits in heavenly places," as in the margin. ] Wherefore take unto
you the wholeof God, that ye may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having dore all, to stand. Stand therefore, having

your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
m and your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield ofCfaith) wherewithye
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, which is the
ward of God: praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and suppli-
cation for all saints." Ephesians 6:12-18.
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whochadhbeen held or prevented from hearing the truth, ow
eagerly laid hold of it. Al TeaDof thein(relativedwas gore.
The@rutly alone was exalted to them. It was dearer and more
precious than life.@had been hungering and thirsting
for @. 1 asked what had made thism An
angel answered: "It is the latter rain, the refreshing from
the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel."

Great@owebvas with these@hoser)ae;. Said the angel:
"Look ye!'""My attention was turned to the wicked, or un-
believers. They were all astir. The zeal with the

@ enraged>them.” Confusion,
confusion was on every side. 1 saw measures taken against
thisCompanyy who (had) the (power light>of God.

thickened around them, yet there they stood, approved
of God, and trusting in Him. 1 saw them perplexed. Next
I heard them crying unto God earnestly. Through the day
and night their cry ceased not.” I heard these words: "Thy
will, O God, be done! If it can glorify Thy name, make a
way offor Thy people! Deliver us from theCheathem
round about us! They have appointed us unto (death); but
Thine amm can bring salvation." These are all the words

that 1 can bring to mind.@seem)d to have a deep sense
of their@nworthiness), and manifested entire submission to

Soon after they had commenced their earnest cry, the
angels, in sympathy, would have gore to their deliverance.
But a tall, commanding angel suffered them rnot. Said he:
"The will of God is mot yet fulfilled. They must drink of the
cwp. They must be baptized with the baptism."

*"pnd shall ot odc@avengedHis own elect, which cry day and
night unto Him, though T& long with them? 1 tell you that
He will@venge>them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man
cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?" Luke 18:7, 8. See also
Revelation 14:14, 15.
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Soon I heard the voice of God which shook the heavens
ad the earth.” There was a mighty earthquake.(Building®
were shaken [own)and(felDon every side. I then heard a
triumphant shout of victory, loud, musical, ad clear. I
looked Lpon who, a short time before, were in
such distresg_and bondage. Their captivity was turned. A
glorious C@i shone wpon them. How beautiful they then
looked! All weariness and marks of care were gore;

2 were seen in every countenence. Their enemies,
eCheathendaround them, fell like dead men. They could
rot ‘endure the(lighDthat shone upon the delivered, holy ones.
Thi and remained upon them until Jesus was
seen in the clouds of heaven, and the faithful, tried
were changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, fram
glory to glory. The graves were opened and the saints came
forth, clothed with immortality, crying: "Victory over death
ad the grave!" and together with the living saints they were
caught uwp to meet their Lord in the air, while rich, musical
shouts of glory and victory proceeded from every immortal
tongue.

*"The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the Lord
will be the hope of His people, and the strength of the childrenof
Israel." Joel 3:16. See also Hebrews 12:26; Revelation 16:17.
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"WHEN "BRETHREN' MANIFEST THE SPIRIT OF THE DRAGON to make "WAR'
upon those who BELIEVE that God has cawmunicated LIGHT and COM-
FORT to them through the "TESTIMINIES" it is TIME for the "BRETH-
REN" and "SISTERS" to assert their "LIBERTY and PERFECT FREEDOM
OF CONSCIENCE." 14:245-6. Is PREDICTED-AT THIS TIME: "THE VERY
LAST CECEPTION OF SATAN will be to make of NONE-EFFECT the TEST-
IMINIES of the SPIRIT of God." Where there is NO VISION, the peo-
ple PERISH!"Prov.29:18...(IN ANDREWS-IN THE "MINISTRY" MAGAZINE-
IN THE "SPECTRUM" MAGAZINE!) "THESE WILL BE A HATRED KINDLED a-
gainst the "TESTIMINIES" which is SATANIC!'SM1:48. M2:78. AS
THEY ARE "SEALED" ON THE WRONG SIDE! "CONTRARY" to the MIND of
God-"CONTRARY" to the LIGHT of God. CONTRARY to ANY/ALL HMAN
PLANNING." Ser. B2:48. Ser. A:59. M1:161. Jer.14:14. Deut.18:10-22. x5«



NUMBER TWENTY-THREE

~ TESTIMONY FOR THE CHURCH

1

THE LAODICEAN CHURCH

The message to the church of the Laodiceans is a startling
derunciation, and is applicable to the people of Cod at the
present time.

"And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write:
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true Witress,
the beginning od the creation of God; I know thy works, that
thou are reither cold mor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.
So them because thou art lukewarm, and reither cold ror hot,
I will spew thee out of My mouth. Because thou sayst, 1 am
rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing: and
knowest mot that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked."

The Lord here shows us that the message(fo)be borme(to)His
pegple by ministers whom He called to wam the people is
rot a peace-and-safety message. It is not merely theoretical,
but practical in every particular. The people of Cod are repre-
sented in the message to the Laodiceans as in a position of car-
nal Gecurity) They are at ease, believing themselves to be in
an exalted condition of spiritual attaimments. '"Because thou
sayst, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have reed of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miser-
able, and r, and blind, and naked."

what (@eceptio) can come wpon humen minds  than

(252)"
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i idrEthat. they ave @GR wen thoy are @D e
message of the True Witress Tinds the people of God in a sad
deception, yet hornest in that deception. They know ot that
their condition is deplorable in the sight of God. While those
P themselves that they are in an exalted
spiritual condition, e message of the True Witness breaks
their searity by the startling denunciation of their true con-
dition of spiritual blindness, poverty, and wretchedness. The
testimony, so cutting and severe, canot be a mistake, for it
is the True Witness who sgpeaks, and His testimony must be
correct. .

It isdifficult for thosewho feel secure in their attainments,
and who believe themselves to be rich in spiritual knowledge,
to receive theCmessagedwhich declares that they are deceived
and 1n need of every spiritual grace. The unsanctified heart is
"deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." 1 was
shown that many are flattering themselves that they are good

Christians, who haveCnolgagrayyof light (fromJesus. They have

mot allivi rience)for themselves in the divine life. They
need a deep rogh wark of self'—-dmamt&)d
they will feel their true need of eamest, persevering
effort to secure the precious graces of the Spirit.
God leads His people on step by step. The Christian life is
a constant battle and a march. There is noCresD from the war-
fare. It is by constant, unceasingCefforbthat we maintain the
victory over the temptations of Satan. As a people we are
triumphing in the clearpess and strength of the truth. We are
fully suslained in our positions by an ovcnmellmng anounl of
plain Scriptural testimony. But we are very much wanting in
Bible humility, patience, faith, love, self-denial, watchfulness,
and the spirit of sacrifice. We reed to cultivate Bible holiress.
-prevalls among the people of God. The plam@of
rebuke to the Laodiceans is(roD received. Many cling to their
doubts and their darling sins while they are inso great a decep-
tion as to talk and feel that they are in need of nothing. They
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think the testimony of the Spirit of God inCreproodis called
for ar that it ®‘® Such are 1n the greatest
need of the grace of God and spiritual discernment that they
may discover their deficiency in spiritual knowledge. They
lack almost every qualification mecessary to(perfecd Christian
character. They have mot a practical knowledge of Bible truth,
which leads to lowliress of life and a conformity of their will
to the will of Christ. They are not living in dbedience to all
God's requirements.

It is not enough to merely(rofesstdbeliev® the truth. All
the soldiers of the cross of Christ virtually obligate themselves
to enter the crusade against the adversary of souls, to(condam>
wrag and sustain righteousness. But the message of the True
Witness reveals the fact that a terrible deception is upon our
people, to break their spiritualSlumber) andG@rasedthem to de-
cided action.

In the last vision 1 was shown that even this decided mes-
sage of the True Witness had mot accomplished the design of
God. The people (Elubed on in their (Sirs,) They contine to
declare themselves rich and having need of mothing. Many
inquire: Why are all these reproofs given? Why do the Testi-
monies continually charge us with backsliding and with griev-
ous sins? We love the truth; we are prospering; we are in no*
need of these testimonies of warning and reproof. But let these
munmurers see their hearts, and compare their lives with the
practical teachings of the Bible; let them hurble their souls
before God; let the grace of God illiminate the(darknessy and
the scales will fall from their eyes, and theywill realize their

true spiritual poverty and wretchedhess. They will feel the

necessity of buying gold, which is pure faith and love; white
raiment, which is a spotless character made pure in the blood
of their dear Redeemer; and eyesalve, which is the grace of
God and which will give clear discerrment of spiritual things
and detest sin. These attainments are more precious than the

qold of Ophir.
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I have been shown that the greatest reason why
of God are now found in this state of spiritual is
that they will not receive correction. Many have despised the
eproofs and  warnings given them. The True Witness
(dems)the lukewarm condition of the people of Cod, which
gives Satan great power over them in this walting, watching

time. The selfish, the proud, and the lovers of sin are ever
assalled wit Satan has ability to suggest doubts and
to devise objections to the pointed testimony that God sends,

and meny think it a virtwe, a mark of intelligece in them, to <
be ubelieving and to question and quibble. Those who desire<—

to doubt will have plenty of room. God does not propose to re-
move all occasion for ubelief. He gives evidence, which must
be carefully investigated with a hurble mind and a teachable
spirit, and all should decide fram the weight of evidence.

Eternal life is of infinite value and will cost usall that we
have. I was shown that we do not place a proper estimate
wpon etermal things. Evel inqg worth possessing, even in this
world, must be secured b @ and sometimes by most pain-
ful sacrifice. And this is merely to dbtainaperisheble treasure.
Sall we be_less willing to endure conflict and toil, and tomake
eamesteffortsyand great sacrifices, to cbtain a treausre which
is of infinite value, and a life which will measure with that of
the Infinite ? Can heaven cost us too much ?

Faith and love are golden treausres, elements that are
greatly wanting amomg God's people. I have been shown that
ubelief in the testimonies of warning, encouragement, and
reproof is shutting away the light from God's people. Urbelief
1s closing their eyes so that they are ignomnt of their tne

condition. The True Witness thus describes their
"And knowest not  that thou art wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked."

Faith in the soon coming of Christ is waning. "My Lord
delayeth His coming" is not only said in the heart, but ex-
pressed in words and most decidedly in works. Stupidity in
this watching time is sealing the senses of God's pegple as to

A

T2
1C



256 Testimony for the Church o N EED

The signs of the times. The terrible iniquity which abounds
calls for the greatest dlllgencemdforthehwrg testimony, to
keep sin out of the church. Faith’has boen decreasmg to a
fearful degree, and it is cnly by exercise that it can increase.

In the rise of the third angel's message those who engaged
in the work if God had something to venture; they had sacri-
fices to make. They started this work in poverty and suffered
the greatest deprivations and reproach. They met determined

opposition, which drove them to God in their necessity and
kept their faith alive. Our present plan of systemic benevo-
lence amply sustains our ministers, and there is no want and
no call for the exercise of faithasto suypport. Those who start
out now to preach the truth have nothing to venture. They
have no risks to run, no special sacrifices to make. The system
of truth is made ready to their hand, and publications are pro-
vided for them, vindicating the truths they advance.

Some young men start out with mo real sense of the exalted
character of the work. They have no privations, hardships, or
severe conflicts to meet, which would call for the exercise of
faith. They do not cultivate practical self-denial and cherish a
gpirit of sacrifice. Some are becoming proud and lifted uwp,
and have no real burden of the work upon them. The True
Witress qxads to these ministers: '"Be zealous therefore, and
repent." Some of them are so lifted up in pride that they are
really a hindrance and atotha pmcuu;of(bd
They do not exert a saving 1influence upon others. These men
reed to be thoroughly converted to God themselves and sancti-
fied by the truths they present to others.

A%
POINTED TESTIMONIES IN THE CHURCH % &

Very many feel impatient and jealous because they are fre-
quently disturbed with warnings and reproofs which keep

their sin before them. Says the True Witness: "I know thy

works.' The motives, the purposes, the urnbelief, the suspi-
cions and jealousies may be hid from men, but not from Christ.

*12%
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The True Witness comes as a counselor: I counsel thee to buy

gm_l%tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nekedness do mot appear; and anoint thire eyes with eyesalve,
that thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten;
be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will
care in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me. To
him that overcameth will I grant to sit with Me in My throne,
even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in
His throne."

Those who are reproved by the Spirit of God should not rise
wp against the hurble instrument. It is God, and not an erring
mortal, who has spoken to save them  fram Guiny) Those who
despise the warning will be left. indblindnesd To become self-
deceived. But those who heed it, and zelously go about the
work of separating their sins from them in order to have the
nceded graces, will be opening the door of their hearts that
the dear Saviour may come in and dwell with them. This
class you will ever find in perfect harmony with the testimony
of the Spirit of God. 3 S 4

Ministers who are preaching present truth should not neg-
lect the solemn message to the Laodiceans. The testimony of
the True Witness is mot a gmoth message. The lord does not
say to them, Ywamdnjtytuhavetnnedmtim
and reproof that you never deserved; you have been umneces-
sarily discouraged by severity; you are not quilty of the wrongs
and sins far which you have been reproved.

The True Witness declares that when you suppose you

are really in a good condition of prosperity you are in need of
everything. It is not enough for ministers to present theoreti-
cal SBJécts; they should also present those sub jects which are
practical. They need to study the practical lessons that Christ
gave His disciples and male a close_application of the same to
their ow'souls and to the people. Because Christ bears this
Idlkinjtestinnry,d‘allvesmt}ntkbjsdﬂtituteof

T
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tender love to His people? Oh, no! He who died to redeem
man fram death, loves with a divire love, and those whom He
loves He rebues. :As many as 1 love, 1 rebuke and dhas

But many will not receive the message that Heaven in mercy
sends them. They ca Lmegmre to be told of their neglect of
duty and of their their selfishness, their pride and love
of the world.

I was shown that God has laid upon my husband and me a
special work, to bear a plain testimony to His people, and to
cry aloud and spare not, to show the people their transgressions
and the house of Israel their sins. But there ia will

make to feel their true pgyert
The word of the Lord; spoken through His servants, is

received by many with questionings and fears. And nﬂlyf/
L will beer their obedience saming and reproofs given,
' ﬁo @') is removed fram their
‘ tha e XIS perfect krmlwd}e will
! never yleld to the evidence that God is pleased to give. He

requires of His people faith that rests upon the weight of evi-
, dence, mnot wpon perfect knowledge. Those followers of Christ
) who accept the light that God sends them must obey the woi

of God speaking to them when there are meny other voices
| crying out against it. It requires(discermment)to distinguish
the woice of God. T

lhosevh)wﬂlmt the Lord calls upon them, but

“: or more znd more favorable oppor-

tunities, will walk i darkness, Tor the light will be(withdraw&
The evidence given one may never be repeate

Many are tempted in regard to our work and are callmg

it 1n question. Some, in  their tenmpted condition, charge the

difficulties and perplexities of the people of God to the testi-

monies of reproof that we have given them. They think the
trouble 1s with the ones who bear the message of warning, who

_ﬂ
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point out the sins of the people and correct their errors@
are deceived by the adversary of souls.(They)think that The
labors of Brother and Siste Vhlte would be acceptable if they
were not continually (wrong) and  reproving  sin.
I was shown that God has Iaid th1§La‘Dtpm@) and when
are hindered from meeting with His people and from
bearing our testimony and countergcting and summisings and
Jealousies of the unconsecrated, then Satan presses in his
temptations very strongly. Those who have been ever on the
questiong, doubting side feel at liberty to suggest their §
dobts and to insinuate their unbelief. Same have sancti- €
monivos and apparently conscientious and very pious doubts,
whichthep cautiously drop, but which have tenfold more
power to strengthen those who are wrong, and to lessenCour)
influence and weaken the confidence of God's people inCour)
work, than if Cthey)care out more frankly. These poor souls,
1~ saw, were deceived by Satan. flatter themselves that
are all right, that are 1n favor with God and are
rich in spiritual disce , when(they)are poar, blind, ad
- wretched.(They) are doing the work of Satan, but thirk(They)
have a zeal forGod.

u receive the testi that God has given us
Umselv&s tha be deceived and that ¢
be rlg‘rt th]rk tintTﬁa people of God are ot &

x mreedofplmncbahrgadofrepmof but that God is with
These tempted anes, whose souls have ever been at war
with the faithful reproving of sin, would cry: Spesk unto us
gmoth things. What disposition will these make of the mes-
sage of the True Witress to the laodiceans? There can be mo  , .4
tion here. ThisCmessagd mst be_bome to a lukewarn&™™
ﬁ%ﬁy God's servants. It mustCarose) His people  from
their seaurity and dangerous deception 1n regard to their real
standing before God. This testimony, if received, wi]l
to action and lead to self-abasement and confession of sins.
The True Witness says: "I know thyCworks) that thou art
neither cold nor hot." And again, "As many as I love, I rebuke
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and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent."cmes
the promises: "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear My voice, and open the door, I will came in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with Me." "To him that over-
coneth will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also
overcame, and an set down with My Father in His throne."

The people of God must see their and Garousto
zealous repentance and a putting away © ose sins which
have brought them into such a deplorable condition of poverty,
blindhess, wretchedress, and fearful deception. 1 was shown
that the pointed testimony must live in the@hurch) This alone
will answer to the message to the Laodiceans. must
be reproved, sin musst be called sin, and inquity mst be met
pronptly and decidedly, and put away fram us as a pegple.

FIGHTING THE SPIRIT OF GOD

Those who have a spirit of opposilion L()lh(@lhnl for
twenty-six years we have been pressed by the Spirit of God to
do, and who would break down our testimony, I saw are not
fighting against us, but against God, who has laid upon us the
burden of a work that He has mot given to others. Those who
question and quibble, and think it a virtue to doubt, and who
would discourage;x those who have been the means of making
our work hard and of weakening our faith, hope, and courage
have been the ones tosummise) evil, to (nsinuate) suspicious
charges, and to watch with jealousy for occasion against us.
They take it for granted that because we have human weak-
nesses it isapositive evidence that we and that they
are right. If they can find a semblance of anything that they
can use to injureus they do it withaspirit of triurph and are

ready to denounce our work of reproving (wrong) and (con-)

(demingsin as a harsh, dictatorial spirit.
‘But while we do not accept their version of our case as

the reason for our afflictions, while we maintain that God has
apointed us to a more trying work than He has others, we
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acknowledge with humility of soul and with repentance that
our faith and courage have been severely tried and that we
have sometimes failed to trust wholly in Him who has ap-
pointed us our work. When we gather courage again, after
sore dissppointment and trials, we deeply regret that we ever
distrusted God, gave way to human weaknesses, and permitted
discouragement to cloud our faith and lessen our confidence in
God. T have been shown that God's ancient servants suffered
disappointments and discouragements as well as we poor
motrals. We were in good caompany; nrevertheless this did
not exause us.

As my husband has stood by my side to sustain me in my
work and has borne a plain testimony in unison with the
work of the Spirit of God, many have felt that it was he
personally who was injuring them, when it was the lLord who
laid upon him the burdens and who was, through His servant,
reproving them and seeking to bring them where they would
repent of their@rangdand have the favor of God.

Those whom God has chosen for an important work have
ever been received with distrust and suspicion. Anciently, &
when Elijah was sent with a message from God to the people,
they did not heed the warning. They thought him umneces-
sarily severe. They even thought that he must have lost his &—
senses because he denounced them, the favored people of God,
as simers and their crimes as so aggravated that the judg-
ments of God would awaken against them. Satan and his host
have ever been arrayed against those who message of
waming and wo reprove  sins. The ¢(Unconsecrated) will also <
be united with the adversary of souls to make the work of

God's faithful servants as hard as possible.

If my husband has been pressed beyond measure and has
become discouraged and desponding, if we have at times seen
rothing desirable in life that we should choose it, this is noth-
ing strange or new. Elijah, one of God's great and mighty
prophets, as he fled for his life from the rage of the infuriated
Jezebel, a fugitive, weary and travel-worn, desired to die rather
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than to live. His bitter disappointment in regard to Israel's
faithfulness had crushed his spirits, and he felt that he could
no longer put confidence in man. In the day to Job's affliction
the darkness, he utters these words: 'let the day perish
wherein I was born."

Those who are ot accustomed to feel to the very depths,
wo have ot stood under burdens as a cart beneath sheaves,
and who have never had their interest identifiedsoclosely with
the cause and work of God that it seems to be a part of their
very being axd dearer to them than life, cavot appreicate
the feelings of my husband any more than Israel could appreciate
the feelings of Elijah. We deeply regret being disheartened,
whatever the circumstances may have Been.

may be
AHAB'S CASE A WARNING

Under the perverted rule of Ahab, Israel departed from
God and corrupted  their ways before Him. "Ahd Ahab  the
son of Onri did evil in the sight of the Lord abowve all that
were befare him. And it came to pass, as if it had been a light
thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of
the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped
him. And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal,
which he had built in Samaria, And Ahab made a growe; and
Ahab did more to provoke the lLord Cod of Israel to anger
than all the kings of Israel that were before him."

Ahab was weak in mortal power. He did not have a high
sense of sacred things; he was selfish and uprincipled. His
union by marriage with a woman of decided character and

temperament, who was devoted to idolatry, made

th special agents of Satan to lead the people of God

into idolatry and terrible apostasy. The detemmined spirit of’
Jezebel molded the character of Ahab. His selfish nature was
incapable of appreciating the mercies of God to His people and
his obligation to God as the guardian and leader of Israel. The
fear of God was daily growing less in Israel. The blasphemous
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tokens of their blind idolatry were to be seen among the Israel
of .Tfemvem,vtn(hmdtoe)quﬂeir]ivmby
standing farth in opposition to the prevailing blasphe//
idolatry. The altars of Baal, and the priests of Baal who
sacrificed to the sun, moon, and stars, were conspicuous every-
where. They had consecrated temples and groves wherein the
work of men's hands was placed to be worshipped. The berefits
which God gave to this people called forth fram them no grati-
tude to the Giver. All the bounties of heaven,—-the ruming
brooks, the streams of living waters, the tle dew, the show-
ers of rain which refreshed the earth ca their fields to .
bring forth abundantly,—-these they ascribed to the favor of //
their gods. * //

Elijah's faithful soul vas grieved. His Grdignation wes
aroused, and he was jealous for the glory of God. He saw that
Israel was plunged into fearful apostasy. And when he called
to mind the great things that God had wrought for them, he
was overwhelmed with grief and amazement. But all this was
forgotten by the majority of the people. He went before the
Lord, and, with his soul wrung with anquish, pleaded for Him
to save His people if it must be by judgrents. He pleaded
with God to withhold fram His ungrateful people dew and
rain, the treasures of heaven, that apostate Israel might look
in vain to(thei(gods)y their idols of gold, wod, and stone, the
sun, moon, and stars, to water and enrich the earth, and cause
it to bring forth plentifully. The Lord told Elijah that He had
heard his prayer and would withhold dew and rain from His
people until they should turn unto Him with repentance. 0

\9)

GO IETREDENSRD <

God had specially quarded His people against mingling %€
with the idolatrous nations around them, lest their hearts
should be deceived by the attractive groves and shrires, tem-
ples and altars, which were arranged in the most expensive,
alluring mamer to pervert the senses so that God would be
supplanted in the minds of the people.
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The city of Jericho was devoted to the most extravagant
1dolatry) The inmhabitants were very wealthy, but all the riches
had given them they counted as the gift of their gods.
They had gold and silver in abundance; but like the people
before the Flood, they were corrupt and blasphemous, and
insulted and provoked the God of heaven by their wicked
works. God's judgrents were awakened against Jericho. It
was a strongold. But the Captain of the Lord's host Himself
came from heaven to lead the ammies of heaven in an attack
uypon the city. Angels of God laid hold of the massive walls
and brought them to the ground. God had said that the city
of Jericho should beCaccur and that all should perish except
Rahab and her household. These should be saved because of
the favor that Rahab showed the messengers of the Lord. The
word of the Lord to the people was: "And ye, in anywise keep
yourselves from the accursed thi lest ye make yourselves
when ye tae of the thing, and make the
camp of Israel a curse, and_ trouble 1t. "And Joshua adjured
them at that time, saying, Cursed) be the man before the Lord,
that riseth and buildeth thiS city Jericho: he shall lay the
foundation thereof in his first-born, and in his youngest son
shall be set up the gates of it."

God was very particular in regard to Jericho, lest the people
should be charmed with the thingsthat the inhabitants had
worshipped and their hearts be diverted from God. He quarded
His people by most positive commends; yet notwithstanding
the solemn injunction from God by the mouth of Joshua,
Achan ventured to transgress. His covetousness led him Lo
take of the treausres that God had forbidden him to touch
because arse)of God was uponCthem) And because of this
man's sin the Israel of God were as weak as water before their
enemies.

Joshua and the eldersof Israel were ingreat affliction. They
lay before the ark of God in most abject humility because the
Lord was wroth with His people. They prayed and wept
before God. The Lord spoke to Joshua: '"Get thee up; where-
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fore liest thou thus upon thy face ? Israel hath sinned, and they
have also transgressed My (@overent) which 1 cammanded
them: for they have even taken of the (aooursed)thing, and have

also stalen, and dissembled also, and have put it even
among their own stuff. Therefore the children of Israel could
not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before
their enemies, becuase they were accursed: neither will I be
with you any more, except ye (destroy the@ from

N I (O e o

I have been shown that God here 1illustrates hoe He regards
sin anong those who profess to be His commandment—keeping
people. Those whom He has specially honored with witness-
ing the remarkable exhibitions of His power, as did ancient

Israel, ans who will even then venture to disregard His ex-

press directions, (will) be subjects of His wrath. He would
teach His people that discbedience and sin are emeedirgly
of fensive to Him and are not to be lightly regarded. shows
us that when His people are found in sin they should dt once
take decided measures to put that sin from them, that His
froan may mnot rest upon them all. But if the sins of the people
are passed over by those in responsible positions, His froan
will be upon them, and the pegple of God, as a body, will be

held responsible far In His dealings wilh His peo-
ple in the past the Lord shows the necessity of (urifying) the

church frowrongs,) One simer may diffuse darkress that

will exclude the light of God fram the entire cmgregatlon
When the people realize that darkness is settling upon them,
and they do ot know the cause, they should seek God ear-
nestly, in the great humility and self-abasement, until the wrongs
which grieve His Spirit are searched out and put away.

The prejudice which has arisen agajrstbanse@mve
reproved theCwrongs that God has shown(me) existed, and the
cry that has been raise of harshness and severity. are unjust.
God bids(Us)speak, and (We)will not be silent. IfCwrongs)are
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apparent among His people, and if the servants of God pass
on indifferent to them, they virtually sustain and justify the
simer, and are(ali will just as surely receive the
displeasure of ; for they will be made responsible for the
sins of the quilty. In vision I have been pointed to many in-
stances where the displeasure of God has been incurred by a
reglect on the part of His servants to deal with the@
and sins existing among them. Those who have (exaused) these

Cwronghave been_thauht by the pesple to be very GEmicabld
: m@ﬁ% simply because they shunned to dis-
charge a plain Scriptural duty. The task was not agreeable to
their feelings; therefore they avoided it.

The spirit ofChatred which has existed with someCbecaus

wrogs)ang  God's  pegple have been Qep has
brought(blindhess) and a fearful deception upon Their own

souls, making it Grmossible\ for them to discriminate between
right andGwrongd They bave pul aal their own spiritial cyo-
sighl. They iy wilness wrongs, bul Uhey do ot (feeD as did
Joshua and hamble  themselves  because theof souls 1s
felt by thom.

Hx:@p@q)]o of God, who have theCspiribof the work of
the Lord and the Galvationof souls at heart, will ever view sin
in its real, sinful character. They will always beon the side of
faithful and plain dealing with sin which casily beset the peo-
ple of God. Especially in the¢losingywork)for) the church, in
the sealing(time) of the one hundred and forty-four thousand
who are to stand without fault before the throne of God, will
they feel st deeply  the Gwrongs of God's professed people.
Ihis 15 forcibly set forth by the prophet 's illustration of the ( Ia@l)
AeoriOuder The figuire of the men @hﬂvjrg a slaughter
weapan 1n his hand. One mon among them was clothed with
liren, with a writer's inkhorn by his side. "And the Lord said
uto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst
of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the forebeads of the men
that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be dore in
the midst thereof."
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Who are standing in the counsel of God at his time? Is it
those who virtually excuse GWwrongs> among  the  professed peo-
ple of God, and who mmmmr in their hearts, if not ogpenly,
agpinst those who would reprove sin? It is those who take
their stand against them, and sympathize with those who com-
nﬁﬁi@gﬁ§§l&y indeed! Unless they repent, and leave the
work of Satan in oppressing those who have the burden of the
work and in holding up the hands of simrers in Zion, they will
rever recieve the mark of God's sealong approval. They will
fall in the gereral destruction of the widked, represented by
the work of the (five) men bearing slaughter weapons. Mark
this point with care: Those who receive the pure mark o
wrought in them by the power of the Holy Ghost, represented
by a mark by the man in liren, are those "that sigh and that
cry ﬁn{::Dthe:ixnﬂnﬂjaf;thattE done" in the church. Their
love of purity and the honor and glory of God is such, and
they have so clear a view of the exceeding sinfulness of sin,
that they are represented as being in agony, even siching and
crying. Read the ninth chapter of Ezekiel.

But the general slaughter of (all) those who do not thus see
the wide contrast between sin and righteousness, and do mot
feel as those do who stand in the counsel of God and receive
the mark, is described in the order to the five men with slaugh-
ter weapons: "Go ye after him through the(City) and smite:
let not your eye spare, reither have ye pity: slay utterly old and
young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come
not pear any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at My
sanctuary. "

In the case ofsin God said to Joshua. "Neither will
I be with you any more, except yeCdestroy>the accursed fram
among you." How does this instance compare with the course
pursued by those who will not raise their woice against sin and
wrang, but those sympathies are ever foaund with those who
trouble the carp of Israel with their sins? Said God to Joshua:
"Thou canst ot stand before thire enemies, until ye take
away theCaccursed thing  from amng  you." He  pronounced
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the i iishnent which would follow the tramsgression of His
.

oshua then began a diligent search to find out the quilty
ore. He took Israel by their tribes, then by their families, and
rext individually; and Achan was designated as- the quilty ore.
But that the matter might be plain to all Israel, that there
should be no occasion given them to murmur and to say that
the quiltless was made to suffer, Joshua used policy. He knew
Achan was the transgressor and that he had concealed his sin
and provoked God against His people. Joshua discreetly in-
duced Achan to make confession of his sin, that God's honor
and justice might be vindicated before Israel. "And Joshua
said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord
God of Israel, and make confession unto Him; and tell me
now what thou hast dore; hide it not from me.

"And Adhan answered Joshum, and said, Indeed I have
simned against the lord God of Israel, and thus and thus have
I dore: When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish
gamment, and two hundred shelels of silver, and a wedge of
qold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took
them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of
my tent, and the silver under it. So Joshua sent messengers,
and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent,
and the silver under it. And they took them out of the midst
of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the
children of Israel, and laid them out before the Lord. And
Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah,
and the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of qold, and
his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and
his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought
them unto the Valley of Achor. And Joshua said, Wiy hast
thou troubled us? the lord shall trouble thee this day. And
all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with(Firey
after they had stones them with stones.'

The Lord told Joshua that (Adhan) had not only taken the
things which He had positively them not to talke, lest
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they be but _he had znd had also dissembled.

The Lord sai that .1=.r and all its spoils should be con-
sumed, except the gold and silver, which were to be reserved
for the treasury of the Lord. The victory pf taking Jericho was
not obtaired through warfare or the exposure of the people.
The Captain of the Lord's host had led the ammies of heaven.
The battle was the lord's; it was He who fought the battle.
The children of Israel did not strike a blow. The victory ad
glary of the lord's, and the spoils were His. He directed
all to be consumed except the g@old and silver, which He re- .
served for His treasury. @ uerstood well the reserve

mode and that the treasures of gold and silver which he cov-
eted were the lord's. He stole fram God's treasury for his
oan berefit.

COVETOUSNESS AMONG GOD'S PEOPLE

I saw that many who profess to be keeping the command-
ments of God are appropriating to their own use the means
which the Llord has entrusted to them and which should come
into His treasury. They rob God in tithes and in offerings.
They dissemble and withhold from Him to their own hurt.
They bring leammess and poverty upon themselves and dark-
ness upon the church because of their covetousness, their dis-
sembling, and their robbing God in tithes and in offerings.

I saw that many souls will sink in(darkness ause of their
covetousness. The plain, straight testimony must live in the
church, or tha(?s%of God will rest upon His people as surely
as it did upon ancient Israel because of their sins. God holds
His people, as a body, responsible for the sins existing in indi-
vidals among them. If the leaders of the church reglect to
diligently search out the sins which bring the displeasure of
God wpon the body, they become responsible for these sins.
But to deal with minds is the nicest work in which men ever
engaged. All are not fitted to correct the erring. They have
rot wisdom to deal justly, while loving mercy. They are not
inclired to see the mecessity of mingling love and tender com-

/r

His People
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passion with faithful reproofs. Some are ever nreedlessly se-
vere, and do feel the necessity of the injuxction of the
apostle: "And of some have compassion, making a difference; e —
and others save with fear, pulling them out of fire. '%

There are many who do not have the @iscreti GF®(
and who have no special duty to search out wrongs and to deal
promptly with the sins existing among them. let not such
hinder those who have the burden of this (work) upon them; e] X
let them not stand in the way of those who have this duty to do. ¢
Sare make it a point to question and dobt and find fault be- 2
case others do the work that God has not laid upon them. /
These stand directly in the way to hinder those uwpon whom
God has laid the burden of reproving and correcting prevail-
ing sins in order that His frowm may be turmed away from His
people. Sould a case like Achen's be amng us, there are
mryvtnvnﬂdanseﬁnsewnnﬁgrta:tﬁepartof
Joshua in searching out. the (urang) of having a wicked, N
finding spirit. God is not tobe tmf'.ledmﬁ]aﬂmsvanmgs
disregarded with impunity by a

I was shown that the mamner of '9) confession was
similar to the confessions that some amng us have made and
will make. They hide their(wrangs)and refuse to make a vol-
untary confession until God searches them out, and then they
acknowledge their sins. A few persons pass on in a course of
(urong) until they become hardened. They may even know
that the church is burdened, as Achan krnew that Israel were
made weak before their enemies because of his quilt. Yet their
] do not condern them. They will not relieve the
church by humbling their proud, rebellious hearts before God
and putting away their @ God's displeasure is upon
His people, and He will manifest His power in the(midst)
ofCthemuhile sins exist among them and areCfosteredby those
m(re;nmbl@po&tlons

Those wo wark in the fear of God to rid the church of
hlndrsnze;a’d to correct grievous (urongs) that the pecple of
God may see the necessity of abhorring sin and may prosper
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"And it come to pass at that tme, that I will search

Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled |||
on their lees: that say in their heart, The Lord will not do 'M]
good, neither will He do evil." The great day of the Lord is
near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day

of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That

day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of
wasteness and desolation, a day of(darkress)and gloomiress, A5
a day of clouds and thick(darkness) a day of =
alamm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.

And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like

blind men, because they have simmed against the Lord and

their blood shall be poured aut as dust, and their flesh as the

dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to de-

liver them in the day of the Lord's wrath; but the whole land

shall be devoured by the fire of HiS jealousy: for He shall make

even a speedy riddance of (all)them that dwell in the land." g Srem—

CONFESSIONS MADE TOO LATE

speaks in behalf ofvdm have sinned,

who have been a clo of CarkesSy and who have stood di-
rectly in the way of God's working for His people, may be-
care alarmed at the length(fhey) have gore in mumuring and
in bringing discouragement uwpon the cause; and, like (Achan)=———
becaming terrified, they (may) (adaowledge) that they " have

simed. But their confessions are too late and are not of the
right kind to berefit themselves, although they may relieve
the cause of Cod. Such do mot make théir confessions because
of aconvictionof their true state anda of how displeasing
their course has been to God. God may giye this class another |
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" test, another proving, and let them show that they are mo bet-
ter prepared to stand free from all rebellion and sin than be-
fore their confessions were made. They are inclined to be ever
an the side of And when the call is made for those who
will be on the Lord's side to make a decided move to vindicate
the right, they will manifest their true position. Those who
lnvebeenrearly all their live edb aq)xrltasfm

the time comes for decided actiomon the part of all. The
not claim to be on either side. The power of Satan has so long
held them that they seemCblindeddand have no inclination to
stand in defense_of (right they do mot take a determired
course on the side, it is not because they have a clear
sense of the richt, but because they dare not. WHEN
God will not be trifled with. It is time of conflict
the true colors should be flung to the breeze. It is then that the
standard-bearers need to be firm and let their true position be
known. It is then t the skill of every true soldier for the
right is tested. Shirkers can rever wear the laurels of victory.
ﬂlmvtnamtnndﬁloyalmllmtmnealttefa:t but will
put heart and might \nto the vork,and venture their all in
the struggle, let the ba\ttle turn as it will. God isasin-hating
175 God. Ad those who epcourage the simer, sayifg, It is well

with thee, God wilaurse

} Confessions of sin made\at the right(timdto relieve the peo-
ple of God will be accepted, of Him. But there are those among —
us who will make oonfessmns\ as did Achan(Top lat® to save
themselves. God may prove them and give them another trial,
for the sake of ev1dencmg to His people tha},/ theen—
dure one test, one proving of ‘God. They are rot in harmony

with right. They despise the straight tEStlITﬂ'Iy that reaches
the heart, and would rejoice to see everyone silenced who gives
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